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V ^f&fl? She were an excellent wife for Benedick. 

Leonato O Lord,my lord,if they were but a wecke married, 
they would talke themfelues madde* 

Prince Countic Claudio, when meane you to °-oc to 
church? 

Clau. To morow my lord,Time goes on crutches.til Louc 
haue all his rites. 

Leonato Not til monday, my deare fonnc, which is hzncei 
iu ft feuennight,and a time too briefc too, to hauc al things an- 
fwermy mind. 

Prime Come ; you fliake the head at fo long a breathing, 
but I warrant thee Claudio,the time fhall not go dully by vs, I 
wil in the interim, vndcrtake one of Hercules laJbors,wh'ich is, 
to bring Signior Benedick and the lady Beatrice into a moun- 
taine ofafteftion,th one with th other, I wouldfainehaueita 
match, and I doubt not but to fafluon it,if you three will but 
ttihiifter fuchaffiihmce as I /hall giue you direction, 

Leonato My lord,! am for you,though it coft me ten nights 
watchings. 
Claud. And I my Lord* 
Prince And you too gentle Hero? 

Hero I wil do any modeft office,my lord,to help my cofin 
to a good husband. 

prince And Benedicke is not the vnhopcfullefi: husband 
that I know: thus farre can I praife him,he is of a noble ftrain, 
©fapprooued valour,and confirmde honefty, I will teach you 
how to humour your cofin, that fhc fihall fal in loue vsith Be- 
nedicke, and I,vvith your two helpes, wil fo pra&ife on Bene- 
dicke , that in difpight of his quicke wit,and his queafie fto- 
macke,he fhall fall in loue with Beatricenf we can do this,Cu- 
pid is no longer an Archer, his glory ftiall bee ours, for we are 
the oncly louc- gods , goe in with nice, and I will tell you my 
drift. 

Snter John and Boracbio. 

lohn It is fo,the Countc Claudi® fhall marry the daughter 
dFLeonato. 

Bora. Yea my lord,but I can crofle it. 
r r n John 



about Soothing. 


hhn Anvbarre,anycrolTe,any impediment, will be mcd- 
cinable to me,I am ficke in difpleafure to him,and whatfoeucr 
^l^^c^n 9 rangeseuenlywithmine, how 

canft thou crolTe this marnage? 

VI Not honettly my lord,but fo couertly,that no Aiho- 
neftyfhallappeareinme. 
■o John Shewmebricfelyhow. 

Bar I thinke \ told vour lordfliip a yeere fincc, how much 
I am in the fauour of Margaret , the w aking gentlewoman to 
Hero. 

John I remember. ■ '■• 

Bar. I can at any vnfcafonable inftant of the night, appoint 
her tolooke out ather ladies chamber window^ 

John Whathfeisinthattobethc death of this manage? 
Bor. The poifonofthat lies in you to temper, goe you to 
the prince your brother, fparenotto tell him , that he hath 
wronged his honor in marrying the renowned Claudio,whofe 
cftimation do you mightily hold vp , to a contaminated ftale, 
fuchaoneas Hero. 

John What proofe fhall I make of that? 

'Bor. Proofe enough,to mifufe the prince, to vexe Claudio, 
tovndoeHcro, and kill Leonato, looke you for any other 
iffue? 

' lohn Onclyio difpight them I will endcuour any thing. 
Hor. Go theri,find me a meet houre,to draw don Pedro and 
the Counte Claudio alone, tell them that you know that Hero 
louesme, intend a kind ofzeale both to the prince & Claudio 
(as in loue of your brothers honor who hath made this match) 
and his friends reputation, who is thus like to bee cofen'd with 
the femblance of a maid,that you hauc difcouef d thus:thev wil 
fcarcel v beleeue this without trial! : offer them inftances which 
fhall beare no lefle likelihood , than to fee me at her chamber 
window,heare me call Margaret Hero,heare Margterme me 
Claudio,& bring them to fee this the very night before the in- 
tended wedding,for in the mean tune J wil fo faftion the mat- 
ter.that Hero fhal be abfent and there flial appeere luch fecm- 
ing truth of Heroes difloyaltie ? that iealoufie foal be cald aflu- 
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